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9 - Toward rail freight buses (Resor@il)

WorldCargo cars news

TERMO ISM

Towards rail freight buses

While € Modalobr Express moves on,
atwther innovative French concept isless
well-known. Like Modalohr and the EU-
hacked CargoSpeed (which s for unac-
compunied trailers - see HivldCangy Newy,
March 2002, p15), REaR @il allows for
snultancous, partial or towal (un)loading
of wandard 1oad equipment with andom
aceess,so 1t bends ieselt 10 "bas stop” serv-
1ces on short- and medrum-haol frenghe
as well as long hauls, wath trucks joming
and feaving 42 any sop on the route.

Indeed, RésoR@il's co-mventor,
Robert Cliraco, a Toulouse-based trans.
post consulunt, ays thar R&oR@;l is
ammed at “belt-type” (circular) routes
which can regenerate area that husve been
Ivpassed by point-to-point freight corn-
dors hinking magor centres. The lopps
would be self-contained but, of course,
could overlip at juncrions where HGVS
could be exchanged, Certam aypects of
the Résol @l belt network are covered
by an NI patent isised in July this year,

Each stop should be able to cater for
muximum length tams (750m) composed
of 32 wagons (1e 32 MGV} As stazed, the
whole train can be (en)loaded in much
the sume time 2y any ndividual wagon
Vot The wagon has 2 raiuble floor The
Towered position s the rail ramport mode
while the raned postson 1 level wath the
truck staging and manocuvring area, w
trucks are simply doven on and off (porr-
able decking can be provaded i needed)
Hence a mised truck phtform hos to be
bujle beside the track; alernatively, the
track hus 1o run in a trench,

Sliding lift

Instead of 3 powered Iift, the wagon 1
fitted with retractable, lateral profiles
which engage with greased menal dides
built into the platform along its whaole
length. As the train dowly pulls in, the
tloors gra lly.A pat-

e

it for this was swed i May diss year
Like Modalohr, Ciraco s dismissed
the chassie, small wheel RoLasolution on
grounds of excessve MR costs and ot
oftacrvice timies. At 120 kph the wheels
roeate as fst as the wheek of a 300 kph
TGV and. combined with the high axle
loads, tiis socans frequent s expensive
reprofiling is required. Furthermore, some

frergh trains in France operate at 140 kph
and even 160 kph, for which only bogies
with pormal wheels with dise brakes will
affice.

The RésoR @il wagon has 930mm
diameter wheels approved for 140 kph
speeds.As it is ot 3 well wagon it would
norplly need to operate on UIC €
gavge rack to carey 3 dm bigh Toad, o1
though with modifications it could run
an the French B+ gmauge,

Clarzco himself acknowledges that
certamn sections of major coutes in France
are B+ or UIC 13 and corsiderable works
may be reqquired to obtin UIC C dear-

ance. The infrastructure unvestments look
more daunting than the rolling stock.
RéoR@1 his gor round the UIC
wheelbae proldem ot an mterestimg way.
The maximum spread ¢ 18.4m which,
acher than with snull wheel rechnology.
nukes it mpomible 1 ey 4 16.5m LOA
HGV (16 8m is neaded 1o allony for play)
This i why the Modalohr carrier is split
o section fos thedteailer with another
{optiomal) section tof the tractor head. In
the RéoR @il design, the bogie pivot
point is bocated belipd the rear axle, thus
separating the Joud-carryang and the steer-
ings functions. Thic 15 an Altons patent

R&oR @] hidirg sclremsatic, (Nge, praator beads would drsy off afier positiorsing the tnniler)

RéesoRGal was placed on a st of
projects worthy of public support by
Domansque Bussenean when he was pred-
dent of the FIREDIT “think tank.” Now
tramport manister, Busserean 1 following

Meough the fancal comminent maide
by bis predecesor Jean-Chude Gayssot
to Modalobr. With funding scarce, it re-
mains 1o be seen whether RéwoR@esl can
attract wider European wppost. 9




